
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ST IPPOLYTS PARISH COUNCIL 

MAGAZINE 2018 
It’s time for another round up of what’s been happening in our Parish. As 
you will see there has been a lot going on in the past year and a lot 
planned for the forthcoming one. It’s fabulous to be part of such a vibrant 
community. 

Our Parish Council has welcomed a new Parish Councillor with Sulu Pike 
taking the place of Kim Morrice who resigned during the year. The rest of 
the Council remains unchanged with Pam Skeggs as Chairman, Barbara 
Thomas as Vice Chair, Peter Hobson, Olivia Marsh, Robert Moore, Trevor 
Smith and Paul Thapar. All Parish Councillors are volunteers and are 
supported by our part time Parish Clerk Susan Mears. We can all be 
contacted by the Clerk clerk@stippolyts-parishcouncil.org.uk, P.O. Box 287, 
Hitchin, Herts. SG4 7WT, 01462 421409. Or just chat to us when you see us! 

 

A buzzard and a 
sparrowhawk 
photographed 

soaring above St 
Ippolyts Church. 
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ST IPPOLYTS PARISH COUNCIL Chairman’s Report 

Welcome to Sulu Pike who was co-opted as a councillor for north ward 
at September meeting. Thank you to the other candidates who 
expressed an interest in the casual vacancy. 

HOW YOUR MONEY WAS SPENT 

During the last financial year (2017/2018) your 
parish council incurred payments of £26,231.57 and 
receipts of £31,690.05. 

The precept was £25,000 (including CTRS Grant of £1,446.13). The 
accounts are independently audited with report and notice of conclusion. 

Each year your council agrees a budget for its estimated expenditure for 
the forthcoming financial year, commencing 1 April and requests the 
Precept. For details of the break-down for last financial year and budget 
for 2018/19 please visit website www.stippolyts-
parishcouncil.org.uk/finance. 

MEN OF ST IPPOLYTS CHURCH WAR MEMORIAL 

The Council was successful in obtaining a grant offer of up to £1,000 from 
War Memorials Trust Grant Scheme supported by the First World War 
Memorials Programme and £600 from County Councillor Richard 
Thake’s Locality Fund towards the cost of conservation cleaning and 

repainting lettering. The 
remaining funds will 
come from precept. 

The War Memorial is a 
key feature in our Parish 
and the focus of our Act 
of Remembrance every 
year. To have this work 
carried out will preserve 
the names and the 
memory of those young 
men for future 
generations.  



DATES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS 

Meetings will be held in St Ippolyts Parish Hall committee rooms on 
Monday 19 November 2018. Mondays 14 January, 11 February, 11 March, 8 
April, 13 May Annual Parish Council, 10 June, 8 July, 9 September, 14 
October, 11 November. There is not a meeting in August and December. 

There is always an Agenda Item for Public Participation where residents 
can ask questions and raise issues but it would be helpful if you could 
contact Clerk prior to the meeting. 

Parish Council meetings are open to the members of the public and press 
so you are most welcome to come along. 

The Annual Parish meeting is on 
Monday 8 April at 7.15pm. 
Persons registered as local 
government electors for the 
parish are entitled to speak and 
vote. It is also an opportunity to 
hear reports from County and 
District Councillors, 
Neighbourhood Police, St 
Ippolyts CE. Primary School and 
others. 

The agendas and approved or 
draft Minutes are displayed on the council notice-boards and website 
www.stippolyts-parishcouncil.org.uk 

COMMUNITY LUNCH 

Some councillors and clerk hosted Wednesday 4 July lunch in St Ippolyts 
Parish Hall that was well attended and proceeds were given to St 
Ippolyts Church Fabric Fund. 

DOG POO BINS 

Your Council is responsible for emptying dog poo bins which are located 
on Dell Field, Recreation ground and Rowan Grove. If a bin needs 
emptying please contact John O’Connor on 01462 436694. 



GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATION 
(GDRP) 

This Regulation superseded the Data Protection 
Act 1988 on 25 May. It expands the rights of 
individuals to control how their personal data is 
collected and processed and places a range of new obligations on 
organisations to be more accountable for data protection. Please see 
website for privacy notice and data form.  

LITTER AND FLY-TIPPING. 

Your Council took over responsibility this year for emptying litter bins on 
land owned or rented by the Parish Council (Dell Field, Gosmore village 
green, Recreation ground, Rowan Grove, Sycamore Close and land 
adjacent to Lagoon) and this is done on monthly basis. If one of these 
bins needs emptying please contact John O’Connor on 01462 436694. If a 
bin on the highway needs emptying please contact 0800 3286023 or 
report online to North Hertfordshire District Council (NHDC). For fly-
tipping on our land please contact Clerk if elsewhere report online to 
NHDC. 

ROAD SAFETY 

Repeater plate indicating 30mph. To assist with safety along Brookend 
Lane Hertfordshire County Council (HCC) has been asked to provide 

back to back repeater plates. Your council is also 
looking into possible safety measures around the 
school. 

Speed Indicator Device (SID). A request has been 
made to relocate the device on Hitchin Road, 
Gosmore (and to obtain data) to London Road  
(B656) if possible 

HIGHWAY ISSUES 

Please report issues such as pot holes, overgrown hedges and verges, 
street lighting etc. on Highways reporting 0300 124 4047 or 
www.hertsdirect.org.highwayfaults. 



PUBLIC OPEN SPACES. 

It is great to see our public open spaces being 
used. Gosmore goes Green was held on 
Gosmore village green and the 4th Annual 
Football Tournament on the Recreation 
ground. If you would like to organise an event 
please contact Clerk on clerk@stippolyts-
parishcouncil.org.uk 

St Ippolyts Village Green - A 99 year lease with North Hertfordshire 
District Council for part of the green that excludes the area which is 
highway land has been agreed, there is a plan on website. 

St Ippolyts Football Pavilion - After one 115 years St Ippolyts Football 
Club closed. Council is currently negotiating a five year agreement with 
St Ippolyts Rangers.  

St Ippolyts Recreation Ground - The fitness trail started with two pieces of 
equipment from Wickstead with funding from planning contributions 
and it is planned to have more. Both sets of swings have been rubbed 
down and repainted and looking to replace the slide probably next year. 

DESIGNATED AREA FOR ST IPPOLYTS NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN. 

Your Council is pleased that its further application to include the whole 
parish received confirmation from NHDC in July; previously excluded 
west of Stevenage safeguarded land. 

NORTH HERTFORDSHIRE LOCAL PLAN (2011-2031) 
PUBLIC EXAMINATION. 

The inspector is reviewing all the documentation that has 
been provided by NHDC in response to the actions that 
arose during the hearing sessions. When he has completed his assessment 
if any additional work is required he will ask NHDC to provide this, but if 
none is needed the documents will be published and he will invite 
representors to comment on any of the documents that relate to their 
regulation 19 representation. For info:-website www.noth-herts,gov,uk 

Pam Skeggs 
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NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

Work on the Parish’s Neighbourhhood Plan 
is progressing although we  
continue to be constrained by the fact that 
we are still awaiting the Inspector's Report 
on the Local Plan which has to be approved 
before we can finalise the Neighbourhood 
Plan.  
Nonetheless we have continued 
preparations and are now close to 
finalising the first draft which we anticipate 
will be circulated for consultations before the end of the year.  We would 
welcome additional assistance on the Neighbourhood Plan Working 
Group, whether it is to help with research and drafting or with printing 
and delivering leaflets and the draft itself over the coming weeks.  Please 
contact Susan Mears if you would like to get involved.  

 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW PARISH 
COUNCILLOR 
Hi, my name is Sulu & I would like to take 
this opportunity to introduce myself to you as 
your new parish councillor.  
I have lived in the parish of St Ippolyts for the 
past 6 years firstly in Almshoebury and now 

in Little Almshoe and whilst not in the centre of our lovely village, I have 
definitely been part of village life. 
As a mum of 2 young children and a keen member of the community I 
hope that I am able to bring a fresh viewpoint of what is required for the 
younger members of the community.  
Outside of this, my husband and I run a local Arboriculture and 
Landscaping business located in Todds Green where we employ over 20 
staff members.  
You can often find me at the toddler group at the parish hall & I am a 
member of St Marks Church in Hitchin and run the Alpha Course for the 
Church. Please contact me through the clerk or stop me for a chat if you  
have anything that you would like to discuss. I look forward to 
representing you as best as I can.  



ST IPPOLYTS PARISH HALL 

Our wonderful Parish Hall continues 
to thrive and remains one of the 
hubs of the community. As can be 
seen on the timetable there really is 
something for everyone at the Hall 
from Toddler Group to Community Lunches. 

The Hall is run by a group of voluntary trustees who work hard to ensure 
that the Hall remains welcoming and up to date. In the last year we 
have got Wi Fi up and running across the whole hall, the main car park 
has been re gravelled (no more pot holes and puddles), the main hall 
floor has been sanded and re varnished (and now looks beautiful) and 
the hall chairs have all been professionally cleaned.  

CHRISTMAS FAIR 

We will be holding our annual Christmas Fair from 2-4.30 
on Saturday 24th November, there will be loads of 
stalls with everything from toys and games to 
tombolas and cakes. Our prize draw will take place 
sometime after 4.00 (you can purchase raffle 
tickets from St Ippolyts Store, The Bull and The 
Bird in Hand if you aren’t able to come on the day). 
Of course, Father Christmas will be paying us a visit 
and will see children in his beautiful grotto.  

CAN YOU HELP US? 

We need two more Trustees. It isn’t very onerous, four 
meetings a year, help at the Christmas Fair and 
general mucking in when required. One area in which 
we are particularly lacking is publicity both 
traditional and using social media so if you are a dab 
hand at this could you come and join us?  

 

 



DO YOU NEED A HALL? 

Are you a member of a group that needs 
a change of venue or would you like to 
establish your own group? St Ippolyts 
Parish Hall has ample free parking and 
competitive rates with discounts for block 
bookings. As can be seen on the timetable 
there are spaces for weekly bookings on 
Monday mornings, Tuesdays and Fridays 
until 7pm as well as Wednesdays from 2.30 (except the third one of the 

month) and Thursdays from 6-8. 

Do you need a venue for the occasional business 
meeting? The hall is easy to get to, has Wi Fi, plenty of 
parking and the facilities to make refreshments. 

Are you planning a celebration? The Hall is a fantastic 
venue for birthday parties, and wedding receptions. We have lots of 
tables and chairs, a fabulous sound system 
as well as a kitchen equipped with fridges, 
freezer, oven and warming cabinet, 
microwave and dishwasher, we can even 
supply crockery, cutlery and large pans 
and roasting trays. Take a look at the 
gallery on our website to see how a bit of 
imagination can transform the hall for 
your event.  

For more information about the hall 
please contact our bookings secretary Sam 
Kelly 01462 423291 info@stippolyts-
hall.co.uk you can also find it on line on 
our website www.stippolyts-hall.co.uk or 
on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/stippolytsparishhall. 
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HALL TIMETABLE 

DAY TIME GROUP ROOM INFO 

MONDAY 1.15-4.45 Bridge Group Committee Rm  

 5.15-6.15 Beavers Main Hall Term time  

 6-7 Circuit Training Committee Rm  

 6.30-7.45 Cubs Main Hall Term Time 

 7.30-10 Parish Council Committee Rm 2nd Monday not 

Aug & Dec 

 8.15-10.15 Come Dance with 

us 

Main Hall  

TUESDAY 7-10 Dog Club Main Hall  

WEDNESDAY 9.30-11.30 Toddlers Main Hall Term Time 

 12.45-2.30 Community 

Lunch 

Lent Lunch 

Main Hall 1st Wednesday of 

the month. 

Weekly during 

Lent 

 7.30-10 W I Main Hall 3rd Wednesday 

except August 

THURSDAY 9.30-1.30 Weston Artists Committee Rm  

 4.30-5.30 Rainbows Committee Rm Term Time 

 4.30-6 Brownies Main Hall Term Time 

 8-10 Table Tennis Main Hall  

Friday 10-11 Zumba Main Hall  
 6.15-10.15 Dog Club Main Hall  

 7.15-8.15 Dog Club Committee Rm  

 



ST IPPOLYTS CHURCH 

St Ippolyts Church has stood on the hill 
overlooking St Ibbs Park for over 900 years; it 
has been the centre for the residents of the 
Parish of St Ippolyts and Gosmore for just as 
long. Unfortunately, in today’s world our church does not play such an 
important role in the community. The pressures of our society mean that 
lots of people have to work far from home and at the end of the day do 
not have the time to join the church community. This is a great pity as St 
Ippolyts Church, led by our vicar, Revd Ginni, and the Parochial Church 
Council (the PCC) have been working hard to make our church more 
relevant to our lives both young and old.  

The first Service of the month is aimed at younger 
people and ends with a breakfast including 
wonderful croissants and pain au chocolat from 
Quotidian.  

There is a quarterly “messy church” held in the Parish Hall for the very 
young and young at heart. Everyone is welcome to our services and if 
you are unsure whether you should come why not give it a try. You can 
be sure of a welcome but no pressure, we appreciate that people like to 
investigate at a pace that suits them!  

Ginni and her team have also been visiting the local 
care homes and each month a choir of ladies from 
our church support Ginni in an informal service for 
the elderly residents.  

The PCC have responsibility for running the church 
with the Vicar. One of the main areas taxing the PCC is keeping the 
church building in good order. Contrary to most people’s belief our 
church receives absolutely no finance from the Church of England. The 
cost of upkeep is solely with the PCC and the local community. We are 
fortunate that our church is in reasonable condition but anything that is 
900 years old always needs attention. We have just had our 5 yearly 
inspection by the Diocesan architect and, whilst we have not had a clean 
sheet, there are no major problems, but, of course, there are issues that 



need to be addressed. The PCC will be looking to have the necessary 
repairs carried out to ensure that our wonderful building is available to 
everyone. It is a place a large number of people visit each year (not only 
on Sundays) and they enjoy the peace and solitude it provides. Our 
visitor’s book shows that people from as far flung places as the USA and 
Australia appreciate the church being open and available every day. 
The church is for everyone in St Ippolyts and Gosmore so why not pop in 
and enjoy it. 

HALLOWEEN LIGHT PARTY  

Wednesday 31st October at St. Ippolyts Church 
4.30pm. - 6.00pm. 
 
TRICK OR TREAT? 
Whether we like it or not, Halloween celebrations 
are fast becoming a major event in our towns and villages.  Children and 
adults try to outdo one another with ever more imaginative (and often 
scary) costumes and on the 31st October our streets are swarming with 
ghouls and ghosties, alongside many a zombie.   
 
As Christians, it can leave us with many conflicting thoughts and feelings.  
Do we hide behind the sofa and pretend we’re out when the trick or 
treaters knock? Or do we reluctantly hand out the obligatory chocolate 
bar and hope the vicar doesn’t find out!  Do we point blank refuse to 
have anything to do with Halloween or do we see it as harmless 
fun?  Whatever our views, ignoring it won’t make it go away. 
 
This year, St. Ippolyts Church will be hosting a Messy Church event for 
Halloween. We believe in a God whose light and love can overcome any 
darkness and that’s what we want to celebrate on Halloween. It will be a 

chance for everyone to come along and find out a bit more 
about the origins of Halloween. There will be crafts, games, 

stories and food! Come along and try your hand at 
pumpkin carving.  Show us your apple bobbing skills or 
wow us with your costumes.  The crafts and games will 
be aimed at primary aged children but all are welcome 
- trick or treaters too!  

           
 With love - Reverend Ginni 



ST IPPOLYTS CHURCH FUND RAISING 

QUIZ NIGHT NOVEMBER 17 
Always a thoroughly enjoyable evening with teams 
fuelled by a ploughman’s and alcohol vying for the pride 
of first place. Mary has been thinking up questions all 
year while Michael devises the most intriguing (and 
unhelpful) names for the various sections so playing your 
Joker is always a gamble. 
Come along as a team of 6-8, or just on your own and we will put you 
together to make new friends. Tickets are £10 in advance only from Mary 
457350 or Jane 434254 
 
NATIVITY CRIB FESTIVAL 1-2 DECEMBER 11-5 
Now firmly established as a parish tradition our beautiful 
Nativity Festival marks the start of the festive season 
in St Ippolyts. We will be filling the church with as 
many nativity crib sets as we can possibly cram 
in – last year we managed nearly 200! 
Unbelievably we rarely have any duplicates, 
varying in size from tiny to life size, made 
from virtually anything you could think of 
(even banana leaves!) and from all around 
the world. Each has its own “story” beside it 
and learning what makes the cribs special to 
their owners is the magic of the festival. 
This year you could become part of a “Living Crib”. Use our dressing up 
clothes to create your own nativity scene with Mary and Joseph, Angels 
and Wise men, take a photo and you could create your own unique 
Christmas cards. 
Delicious cakes will be available and you will have the chance to win 
your own crib. Entry is £2.50 and children are free. 

Do you have a Crib set we could borrow, or would you like to challenge 
your creativity and make one? It doesn’t have to be grand, or pristine, or 
even complete as sometimes these have the most interesting stories. 

For more information or if you have a crib we can borrow contact 
Barbara Barbara.thomas@live.co.uk 01462 421647 

mailto:Barbara.thomas@live.co.uk


FLOWER FESTIVAL 24-26 AUGUST 

We plan to hold a Flower Festival over the bank holiday 
weekend. This time the theme will be Pub Names. If you would 
like to do an arrangement please contact Mary 01462 457350 

m.hooper214@btinternet.com. You don’t need to be a 
fabulous flower arranger, it’s amazing what can be 

achieved with a bit of imagination and a few 
props. 

 

100 CLUB 

This was started in 1990 by Jean Williams and has 
raised money for the church fabric ever since.  

If you have a soft spot for the church on the hill 
and would like it still to be there for you, your children and grandchildren 
for many years, please would you join us? The subscription is £10 per year 
per number. Half of the monies that come in are distributed back in 
modest prizes, and there is no limit to the number of tickets you can hold.  

Aplication forms can be got from Shelagh Cox, 6 Ransom Close, Hitchin, 
SG4 9AX 01462 432445. Downloaded from the Church website or picked 
up from the back of the Church. 

 

WANT TO KEEP UP WITH WHAT’S 
HAPPENING? 

Why not pick up a copy of Pax? The church Parish 
magazine covers not only St Ippolyts and 
Gosmore but also Great and Little Wymondley. Published each month 
(with time off in August and December) it can be purchased at the 
Church and at St. Ippolyts Stores. Alternatively, if you would like a copy 
delivered contact Gill Pollard 642790 davidpollard@hotmail.co.uk.  

Our editor Clare Larsen loves to include anything of interest to the Parish 
so, if you are organising an event or group she would be delighted to 
hear from you 453541 clare.larsen@usa.net 

Pax 
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BELLRINGING  

Bell ringers have an ‘image’! Mention bell ringing 
and the average mind immediately goes into 
association mode and comes up with exotica such 
as Morris Dancing, caber tossing, ferrets, ….! 
However, I would rather you thought of us as 
musicians – how about a Heavy Metal Band? The metal involved 
certainly is heavy – the tenor (largest) bell weighs three quarters of a ton 
at St Ippolyts and many bells are much heavier than that. 

As music, what you hear is not what you would expect from music 
although the bells are tuned so that they are part of a scale – or a whole 
8 tone scale if you have 8 bells. There are towers which have an 
Ellercombe keyboard so that tunes can be played – striking the keys on 
the keyboard moves the hammers to hit the bells. They are not common 
these days, but my father said that the bells where he lived as a boy 
would play the first line of the first hymn just before the service. 

Our ’tunes’ are called methods and are based on changing the bell order 
in the rows of ringing. In any row all the bells ring once. A method has a 
number of rows (this varies) but they must all be different. There are 
hundreds of different ways of achieving different rows and each of these 
has a name. So, Grandsire is different from Plain Bob and Cambridge is 
different again. We have a few peal boards on the wall of the ringing 
chamber and they say which methods were rung during the peal which is 
commemorated on the board. 

If you are in church (it is always open during the day) perhaps you would 
like to look at the peal boards to see the names of the methods rung. 
You could also find out two more facts about peals – 1) how many rows 
(also called changes) were rung in each peal, and 2) approximately how 
long were the ringers ringing? 

We are always happy for people to come to our practice night to see 
what ringing looks like. We ring on Wednesdays from 7.30pm to 9pm. 
Someone will be happy to explain what is going on and to answer 
questions. If anyone is interested in learning to ring, a visit on a practice 
night would be the place to start. For more information please contact 
me on shelaghcox@outlook.com or phone 01462432445 



THE FRIENDS OF ST IPPOLYTS CHURCH 

The Friends were started in the sixties and, as the name 
suggests, our role is to be friends to people in the church 
community. We are not a fund-raising group unless the 
need arises for a particular project.  
 
Our main aim is to support each other, produce food when called upon, 
to keep the Church as clean as we can and to always have fresh flowers 
beside the alter and pulpit (except during Advent and Lent) 
 
To which end we have two meetings a year when we make the annual 
rota to cover Lent lunches(soup and bread) and the cleaning/ flowers in 
the Church. It’s all cheerful and friendly and anyone is welcome. Do come  
along! Frances Williams O1462 434761, Joan Pinkstone 01462 457660, 
Carol Scott 01462 450452.  

LOCAL HERO   

Having unsuccessfully applied to run the London 
Marathon for the past 4 years, I have finally been granted 

an opportunity of running for the Anthony Nolan Trust. 
I’m thrilled to be supporting such a fantastic cause and 

would love to bring you along on my journey. The Anthony Nolan Trust 
coordinates a bone marrow and stem cell register, matching patients in 
much need of a lifesaving transplants, to willing registered donors. 

There are strategically placed collection pots around the village, and you 
will see me plodding around the greater St Ippolyts/Gosmore area soon. 
So please donate generously to this fantastic cause, give me a hoot and a 
wave as you drive by, and follow my marathon journey here: www.ju 
stgiving.com/fundraising/okmarsh 



ST IPPOLYTS CE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

As I look back over the academic year of 2017-2018, I can 
honestly say it feels like the quickest ever! The staff had an 
exceptionally busy summer holiday period last year, moving 
classrooms and 
rearranging the school 

building to house six classes instead 
of the usual five. September saw 30 
new pupils start in Class 1, another 
‘bulge year’, accommodated to 
meet the high and continually 
growing demand for places at St 
Ippolyts; as a result, our school had 
the biggest number of pupils on roll 
in its history.  

We also introduced our ‘House Points’ system and the house names were 
chosen by pupils to reflect the school’s Victorian heritage using famous 
and inspirational people from the Victorian era. Men and women who 
made a significant contribution to science, arts, literature and nursing: 
Seacole, Faraday, Bronte and Morris.  

At St Ippolyts we have always been committed to ensuring our children 
learn through a creative, broad and vibrant curriculum and as 

ever, this year has seen a wide range of enrichment 
opportunities: visiting authors, 

school trips, drama, arts days, 
science week, World Book 
Day, Royal Albert Hall 

music gala and of course 
the annual residential 
PGL trip and production. 
We also enjoyed a whole 
school theatre trip to see 
‘Matilda the Musical’.  

 



However, I think this year will be known as the ‘year of sport’! Schools 
receive a government grant each year (known as the 
‘Sports Premium’) to be spent solely on PE and Sport 
provision to the benefit of all 
pupils. This funding allows 
us to be part of the Sporting 
Futures group and to employ 
our sports coach, Mr 
Jefferies. This year we were 
delighted to be able to extend this to appoint Mr Smith to the sports 
team. Working alongside our PE Leader Mrs Hoar, this has meant that 
not only are our pupils receiving high quality PE lessons, but we could 
also greatly increase the number of after school sports clubs, lunchtime 
activities and inter-school tournaments and festivals on offer.  

Throughout this year, every child in school has benefitted from a Sporting 
Futures event – either in tournaments and competitions, whole class 
festivals or events held at school. The children have received medals and 
awards in so many events that for the first time ever, we needed to buy 
a trophy cabinet! 

The icing on the cake came in June when St Ippolyts School was awarded 
the title of Sporting Futures ‘Primary School of the Year’ – an amazing 
achievement considering we were up against much larger schools with 
more children, staff and facilities. The award recognises not just how 
many events have been won, but the 
commitment to participating in events, 
the sportsmanship shown by children, the 
quality of PE in school for all pupils and 
the range of opportunities provided for 
young people to develop their physical 
and mental well-being. Well done to all 
the children and staff and we are hoping 
for another successful year in 2018-19.  

Rachel Peddie 

Headteacher 

 



KINGSHOTT SCHOOL 

Life at Kingshott continues to be as busy as ever 
and the new academic year is well underway. It  
is great to see the boys and girls starting in such 
good spirits and making the most of the fantastic new facilities. 

Our charity efforts continue to be a focus and last September saw our 
annual MacMillan Coffee Morning which was very successful. September 
also saw the European Day of Languages with an assembly and lots of 
in-class activities. We heard from several children, and members of staff, 
who are fluent in other languages – questions and a quiz were included, 
and it was a marvellous learning experience for all. 

In November one of our parents visited Year 3 to talk 
about how Hindus celebrate Diwali. She shared with 
the children the story of Ramayan and then talked 
about the days leading up to and after Diwali. The 

children had a chance to taste some typical 
home-cooked Diwali foods, both sweet and 
savoury, and there wasn’t a crumb left in sight! 

The school community and children from Reception to Year 8 gathered 
for our Moment of Remembrance. The respect and dignity demonstrated 
by pupils of all ages was remarkable and impressive. The School Leaders 
laid a wreath and read the Litany for Peace. The Last Post and Reveille 
were superbly played by two of our children. The manner in which a 
school responds to such occasions says a great deal about its values and, 
among the many emotions Remembrance generates, we all felt a strong 
sense of pride that our school is so aware and respectful. 

We have had a number of informal concerts over the year which have 
been a great success. The first of these 
was ‘Flutes in Concert’ which was well 
attended. We’ve also had the ‘Reeds 
Concert’ which included pupils who 
learn Clarinet, Oboe, Bassoon and 
Saxophone. 

 



Anti-bullying week got off to a wonderful start with everyone wearing 
odd socks to school to highlight the theme for the week; All different, All 
equal. In assembly the children watched a short Pixar video called ‘The 
Birds’ and held a discussion about what it taught us about relationships 
and bullying. 

Late November saw the eagerly awaited Christmas Fair there were 
Naughty Elves in the Fizz bar, food stalls, Mad Science, a performance 
from the choir and the chance to pet some nativity animals. 

The end of the first term saw our annual carol service at St Mary’s church 
in Hitchin for the older children and the Pre-Prep Christingle Service was 
held at school where the children retold the Nativity with songs, readings 
and acting. All the Pre-Prep took part with clear voices, enthusiasm and 
enjoyment, and there were many proud faces in the congregation. 

Nursery celebrated Christmas with their Sing-a-Long. The children 
dressed up in Christmas hats 
and enjoyed performing a 
variety of poems and songs to 
their families. The Junior Choir 
performed for their parents, 
and then sang at Foxholes Care 
Home and the Chamber Choir 
performed for the residents of 
Park House.  

Year 4 had a visit from the organisation ShelterBox, who provide 
emergency shelter and tools to families and communities robbed of their 
homes by disaster. This visit helped the children to understand what 
effects disasters have on people, especially in the aftermath once the 
disaster has struck 

In February, Pitt House held their annual Fundraising event. The children 
had been challenged to raise as much money as they could and they 
came up with a range of super ideas. One team were offering shoe 
shining, while selling sweets, cakes and slime also proved popular. 
Homemade friendship bracelets and drinks were sold and there were 
target games as well. An amazing £500.00 was raised in just half an 
hour for the NSPCC. 



In March twenty two children and four teachers set out to embark on a 
week of skiing in the mountains of the Pyrenees in Arinsal, Andorra. 
From beginners, who had never put on a pair of skis, to those who were 
already accomplished skiers, all the children had a wonderful week. 

The Summer term saw Year 1 perform their French Assembly. The 
children performed action songs in French and retold the story of ‘The 
Hungry Caterpillar’ using French vocabulary. Royal Wedding fever was 
evident in May with plenty of red, white and blue on display and the 
whole School had a picnic lunch to celebrate. 

The whole school took part in a seven-hour Danceathon in order to raise 
money for the charity ‘Action for hearing Loss’. Every child from Nursery 
right through to Year 8 took part. Each class boogied, shimmied and 
strutted their stuff for fifteen minutes. 

 

The Year 7 and 8 Production of “Peter Pan” was a really magical piece 
of theatre. It was performed outside using the treehouse as the backdrop. 

And finally, the start of this new academic year has seen the opening of 
our wonderful new sports and drama facility. We were delighted that 
Giles Terera, Olivier Award winning actor from “Hamilton” cut the 
ribbon. He was accompanied by former Saracen and England U20 rugby 
player Matt Hankin, and Sachel Grant, Mavericks U21 netball coach, all 
of whom had a chance to talk to and inspire the audience.  

If you would like to find out more about life at Kingshott, do consider 
visiting us to see our wonderful school for yourself. 

 



STROLLING AROUND THE PARISH 

Our beautiful Parish is a lovely place to stroll around. Unfortunately, our 
footpaths sometimes make this difficult. Can you help keep them in 
order?  

Please pick up after your dog. Any bin can be used to dispose of the bag 
but if there isn’t a convenient one please take it home and put it in your 
purple bin - no one likes seeing the countryside being decorated with 
putrid dog poo bags. 

If you own a hedge adjoining a footpath please keep it trimmed back to 
the boundary line so that pedestrians can pass in safety. 

If you notice a footpath on the highway is getting overgrown please 
contact Highway Faults 0300 124 4047 
www.hertsdirect.org.highwayfaults which can also be used to report 
potholes, street lighting e.t.c. 

When you are out and about enjoying the 
countryside remember the Countryside Code.  

RESPECT other people 
• Consider the local community and other people 
enjoying the outdoors 
• Leave gates and property as you find them and follow paths unless 
wider access is available 
 
PROTECT the natural environment 
• Leave no trace of your visit and take your litter home 
• Keep dogs under effective control 
 
ENJOY the outdoors 
• Plan ahead and be prepared 
• Follow advice and local signs 

 

 

 

http://www.hertsdirect.org.highwayfaults/


FANCY A HIKE?  

Try this walk to Wain Wood and Preston – 
a circular walk of about 4 miles. 

This is a really good walk for spotting 
wildlife, you should see squirrels and 
probably a red kite or buzzard, you stand 
a good chance of seeing one of the large 
herds of roe deer that roam the area and in 
the spring Wainwood is full of blue bells. 

 

Start the walk at Gosmore crossroads by The Bull and Bird in Hand.  

Walk down Waterdell Lane to the bend. Take the footpath on the right 
signed FOOTPATH 11 HALF HANKERCHIEF LANE 180 YDS (it goes 
straight on when the road goes around a bend) to the road. 

Turn right along Half Hankerchief Lane to T junction with Thistley Lane 
and turn left.  

Keep to the road until a footpath on the right signed PUBLIC 
FOOTPATH 8 PRESTON ROAD 400YDS.  

Take the path across the centre of the field past a stand of trees to the 
left to Preston Rd.  

Turn left onto the road and follow it round bends and slightly up hill to 
fingerpost on right PUBLIC FOOTPATH.  

Take the track into Wain Wood to wooden sign post FOOTPATH TO 
RIGHT. 
Follow the path past Bunyan’s Cottage, passing 5 - bar gate on the left, 
up the hill through the wood.  

Exit onto the field and turn right along the edge of the field to a kissing 
gate with waymarker pointing straight ahead.  

Follow the path along the side of the wood to the kissing gate in the right 
hand corner of the field with waymarker pointing pointing straight 
ahead, carry on to the next kissing gate.  



Stay on the path down through the wood and along the side of a field 
(the field is fenced off) then through two further kissing gates 
immediately after each other(both missing gates). 

Continue along a fairly narrow path, going quite steeply up hill.  

Follow the path to the junction with a Bridleway.  

Turn right along the bridleway (it’s called Tatmore Lane) past woods to 
the right and through metal traffic restriction posts downhill to a 
fingerpost on the right PUBLIC FOOTPATH 3 MAYDENCROFT LANE 
440YDS.  

Follow the path through the field to Maydencroft Lane then turn right to 
return to Gosmore. 

 

WANT TO ENJOY THE COUNTRYSIDE ON 
A HORSE OR BICYCLE? 

Footpaths (marked with amber on the 
waymarkers and fingerposts) are for 
pedestrian right of passage only. If you want to 
cycle or are on horseback you need to stick to bridleways 

(marked with blue on waymarkers and fingerposts.) 
Remember there is an obligation on cyclists to “give 

way to pedestrians and persons on 
horseback.”  (Countryside Act 1968, s. 30(1), (2)) 

 

 

 

 

  



 



NORTH HERTS HEALTH WALKS 

The North Herts Health Walks is part of a countywide 
programme of free, volunteer - led walks, which aims 
to help people get outdoors, get more active and reap 
the benefits. The walks are all sociable and you don't 
need any special equipment to join in, just 
comfortable shoes. To register to walk either sign up 

online at our website www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/healthwalks or just turn 
up a few minutes early for your first walk. Walks are available in Hitchin, 
Letchworth, Baldock and Royston.To find out more please pick up a 
leaflet at your local GP surgery, council office, library or at other local 
outlet. 

P3 – PARISH PATHS PARTNERSHIP 

There are 29 footpaths within the Parish of St Ippolyts – two of them are 
permissive paths running across private property. Generally, the 
permissive paths are maintained by the 
landowner, which always works well for the 
footpath across private farmland, but not so 
well across the National Grid property. The 
National Grid footpath is maintained mainly by 
P3 volunteers, although last year National Grid 
landscaping contractors spent some time 
tidying the path and repairing fences. Six of the 
St Ippolyts Parish footpaths are cut twice each year by Herts County 
Council contractors, the remainder being maintained by P3 volunteers. 
There are seven kissing gates and a stile that need annual removal of 
nettles and brambles, and a few finger posts that regularly disappear 
within overgrown hedges.The footpaths are there for everyone to enjoy, 
so if you are concerned about keeping them in top condition and have a 
little time to spare, why not get involved and help out with some work. 

We will have the 2nd edition of our annual P3 on-line newsletter ready 
for distribution in November. If you would like to be added to the 
distribution list, or if you are willing to help with any maintenance work, 
please leave your details with The Parish Clerk.  

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/healthwalks


COMMUNITY MESSAGING 

Would you like to receive up-to-date 
information, crime prevention advice 

and news direct from Hertfordshire Constabulary? 

Sign up to Online Community Messaging today! It only takes a minute 
and is completely free. 

What is Community Messaging? 

Community Messaging uses the Constabulary’s award-winning Online 
Watch Link (OWL) to keep you up to date with what’s going on in your 
police service and neighbourhood It helps prevent burglary, finds missing 
people, makes people feel safer, and even catches suspects. It is an 
automated system that emails you with useful information, news about 
your local police and crime prevention advice. It can also send short SMS 
text messages direct to your mobile if you choose. After you have signed 
up to Community Messaging you will receive messages of interest relating 
to Hertfordshire and/or specific to your neighbourhood. This service is 
completely free. Visit www.owl.co.uk to sign up or for further 
information. 

If you already receive messages via OWL as a member of a 
Neighbourhood Watch scheme, there's no need to re-register. 

Protecting Your Data 

When you sign up your details will be kept in a secure database purely 
for the purpose of communicating with you. Your details will not be 
shared with any 3rd parties and neither will they be transferred to other 
police or government databases. At any point you may request your 
details to be removed or do it yourself online.  



WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING IN THE PARISH? 

HORSE BLESSING SERVICE  
 
St. Hippolytus is the patron saint of horses 
and for this reason St Ippolyts Church holds 
the annual Horse Blessing Service in August 
where horse owners from neighbouring areas 
are invited to ride, lead or bring their ponies 
and/or horses to the church to receive a 
blessing from our vicar. 
 
This year was exceptional and - We were all 
delighted to see Ginni ride along the church path to greet over 60 people 
and 22 horses who attended our annual horse blessing service on 12th 
August. Our intrepid vicar, Ginni, conquered all her fears and conducted 
the service on horseback. What a magnificent sight to behold, Ginni and 
her trusty steed in front of 21 other horses gathered outside our church. 
A big thank you to everyone who came and supported us and our 
heartfelt thanks to Courtland’s Riding Stables who kindly gave Ginni 
riding lessons so that she could conduct this special service on horseback. 
a magnificent total £217.70 was raised for "Riding for the Disabled" 
charity.  
 
Riding for the Disabled supports local special needs schools from 
Letchworth and Stevenage. We offer children with disabilities the 
opportunity to ride and this exercise encourages core muscle stability for 
those with debilitating diseases and for those with behaviour challenges it 
offers a physical structured outlet without specific classroom learning 
constrictions. 

 
Well done Ginni you were 
brilliant and without your 
courage we would not have 
been blessed with such an 
amazing turnout of people 
and a wonderful happy 
atmosphere too. 
 

 
 



OPEN GARDENS 
 
Wasn’t it wonderful? We were blessed with perfect weather, hot enough 
that we sold out of ice cream twice over but not so hot that everyone, 
including the gardens, had wilted. Thirteen beautiful gardens (and 

allotments) opened their gates for the event which received 
over 400 visitors (we think!) Everyone had a 

fabulous afternoon with the garden 
owners receiving many compliments 
about their gardens and even learning a 
little more about some of their plants. 

 
 
GOSMORE GOES GREEN 
 
The weather was kind for the 3rd year running when the villages of 
Gosmore & St Ippolyts got together for the annual Picnic & Games 
afternoon. At 3pm around 100 villagers met up around the community 
barbecue kindly donated by Colin & Lyn Eades on 
Gosmore Village Green. The pre set out, badminton 
& boules was enjoyed by young and old 
throughout the afternoon.  
 
At 5pm 26 energetic rounders players enjoyed two 
matches both won by the “Winners” as they called 
themselves, which proved to be the right name for 
them. On paper they didn't have a chance, but 
through skulduggery and dubious bowling, they proved too much for the 
losing team, now called “The Losers”. The final match was made up of 
the under 7’s who enjoyed using up all their spare energy, following a bit 
of football and intense sessions on the swings. 
 
Alex’s Paella went down a storm following the games and we’re 
convinced he’ll be investing in a much bigger pan for 2019! Thanks Alex 
Once all the food and drink was consumed and the sun descended 
behind the horizon, for those with energy left, the after party started at 
The Bird in Hand with music from DJ Nick, until closing time. 
Thank you for everyone that joined in, contributed in some way and 
helped to tidy up afterwards, here’s to 2019! 



COMMUNITY LUNCH  

Our wonderful community Lunch 
continues to be held on the first 
Wednesday of the month (except during 
Lent when there is a soup lunch every 
Wednesday). A delicious two course lunch 
is available for the bargain sum of £4 to anyone who wants to come 
along. 

The lunch is attended by all age groups but is a life line to our more 
elderly residents:- 

“It allows me to get out of the house, to meet people and find out what’s 
happening in the village” 

“I enjoy seeing friends that I no longer am able to see much” 

“It’s lovely to eat a meal that I haven’t prepared in company rather than 
on my own” 

The lunch is provided by volunteers from various groups in the parish (or 
just groups of friends) but more people are needed to maintain this 
much loved event. The meal doesn’t need to be complicated and large 
pans and roasting tins can be borrowed from the hall. If you are able to 
help or for more information please contact Anne Steel 01462 432117 

WELCOME TO A NEW BUSINESS – KAREN@KJS 

I have lived in St Ippolyts for over 35 years and in 2017 decided 
to set up my own business, Karen@KJs. I’m here to help you or 
someone you may know. Currently I have customers who 
require assistance with shopping, cleaning, laundry and ironing. I 
also assist customers who require help showering or may need reminding 
to take medication. The service is flexible and other help I have given is 
accompanied doctor/hospital visits, one off gardening jobs, dog walking 
or pet feeding. I saw a need for these types of services whilst previously 
have worked as a Retirement Housing Manager for many years. I love 
being able to help. I am self employed so it will always be me visiting 
you. My contact details are Mobile: 07484 124684, email: 
karen.brister@gmail.com, www.karen-at- lks.co uk. 



BOWLS CLUB 

Having won the Stevenage Mixed 
League for the first time in its history last 
year, St Ippolyts Bowls club followed this 
up by winning the Stevenage Mixed 
League Knockout Cup in 2018 and our 
women have won the North Herts 
League. Currently the club stands second in the league this season with 
one game to play and can expect to finish at least in the top three.   

There are 70 members- playing members and social members- but as 
always, the club is open to welcoming additional members, especially 
those new to the game. Bowls is for both men and women- Colin 
Davidson, the club’s Bowls England coach- is on hand to provide expert 
guidance.  

The club’s website is www.stippolytsbowlsclub.org.uk or contact can be 
made by phone to Peter Belton at 01462 620816 or Barbara King at 
01462 623299. The website contains up to date information on the club’s 
activities, including social events- just refer to the news section. Practice 
sessions or roll- ups take place most Thursday and Tuesday evenings. The 
Stevenage Mixed League matches are played almost exclusively on 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons. 

ST IPPOLYTS BABY & TODDLER GROUP 

We’re a friendly relaxed group who meet at the Parish Hall every 
Wednesday from 9:45am until 11.30am except School Holidays. We have 
a wide range of activities for the children and provide them with snacks 
& drinks (tea/Coffee & biscuits for Adults). 

We charge £2 (plus 50p for additional child) a week which covers the 
cost of running the group. 

All Parents, Grandparents & Carers with Babies, 
Toddlers & Pre-Schoolers are welcome. For more 
info: Facebook: St Ippolyts Baby & Toddler Group 
Email: stippstoddlers@yahoo.com  

 



BEAVER SCOUTS  

Beaver Scouts is for boys and girls aged 
between six and eight and takes place in 
the Parish Hall every Monday evening 
during school term time.  

Beavers take part in a wide range of activities including games, crafts, 
visits and good turns, along with plenty of outdoor activities. 

Some of the many highlights from the past year include taking part in 
the St George's day parade through town, camp fires, hikes, making 
shelters, our 'Fun Day' and a visit to Greenwich Maritime Museum. 

If you are interested in sending your child to Beavers or would like to 
know more about the group please contact Steve Cook on 01462 
422427 or email: 4thhitchinbeavers@zoho.com. 

 

4TH HITCHIN CUB SCOUTS 

Cub Scouts are for boys and girls aged 8 to 10. 
We meet in the Parish Hall in the Winter 
months from 6.30to 7.40pm. In the Summer 
months we pursue an outdoor programme. 

Some of the activities experienced by the Cub 
Scouts in the last year include canoeing and 

sailing, climbing, archery, horse riding and an evening as guests of the 
bowling club. We have also had several camp fires with the Beavers, and 
a joint sports evening and a BBQ and swimming evening. The Cubs had 
their annual weekend Summer Camp at Little Almshoe. 

The Cub Scouts have a programme which enables them to earn a 
variety of badges. 

They have also attended Church Parades during the year and the 
Remembrance Service at St Ippolyts in November. We also participate in 
the annual District St George's Day Parade in Hitchin. 

Contact: Mr.P. Pinkstone 01462 457660  4thhitchincubs@gmail.com 

mailto: 01462%20422427
mailto: 01462%20422427
mailto:4thhitchinbeavers@zoho.com
mailto:4thhitchincubs@gmail.com


RAINBOWS 

Rainbows is for girls aged five and seven, we 
meet on Thursdays at the Parish Hall. 

 This year we have been completing many 
challenge badges - including the 'fruitlicious', 'get healthy' and 'unicorn' 
badges. We have had sleepovers and have recently been on a trip to 
Shepreth Wildlife Park. We regularly visit the local park when the 
weather is good. We have also been to Hitchwood and several other 
local areas to explore the world around us. We attended the St George's 
Day Parade and have delighted residents at Millford Lodge Care Home 
with a carol singing session. 

 For more information please email kerriedommett@yahoo.co.uk. To 
register your daughter for Rainbows please go to www.girlguiding.com. 

 

BROWNIES 

4th Hitchin (St Ippolyts) Brownies continues to thrive in the village.  We 
meet once a week during term time and continue to enjoy a varied 
range of activities.   

Our highlights during the past year have included making a crib for the 
Crib Festival, singing for the residents at Milford Lodge, a visit from some 
rescue hedgehogs, a Thinking Day sports afternoon, a special visit to one 
of the St Ippolyts Open Gardens and of course some badge activities.   

Girlguiding UK have introduced a 
new programme for all Rainbows, 
Brownies and Guides which we 
begin to explore in the coming 
months.  If you are interested in 
joining, as a Brownie or Leader, 
please register your interest through 
our national website 
:  www.girlguiding.org.uk 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.girlguiding.com.&data=02%7C01%7C%7C277e5cb2f8244b611bf608d62918fc3b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636741584627302210&sdata=5Zypqtpab3YvA2MbV%2FWmo6fLHnnVCuz6XbfKPM6StKY%3D&reserved=0
http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/


WESTON GROUP OF ARTISTS 

We are a small Group of Artists who enjoy painting together every week 
on Thursday mornings in the Parish Hall. We have been together since 
2010 and we first met at workshops held in Tim’s Art Shop in Hitchin. We 
later moved to premises in Weston with our tutor and formed ourselves 
into a Group – hence Weston in our Group name. 

We mostly work in oils on subjects ranging from landscapes through 
portraits, seascapes, cityscapes, trains. Sometimes we have a tutor at 
other times, we are content to paint together and help each other when 
the going gets tough. We talk about every subject under the sun while 
we are painting and, 
needless to say, we laugh a 
lot! 

We have recently held our 
7th annual exhibition in a 
vacant shop in Letchworth. 
It has been a great success 
and we have sold original 
paintings, prints and cards. 

The photo shows our most 
recent exhibition. 

W.I 

The St. Ippolyts & Gosmore Women’s Institute 
meet on the third Wednesday of each month at 
7.30 p.m. in the Parish Hall. 
 This next year we will have talks on Birds, 
Pottery, Flower Arranging and Braille.   We also 

have several groups such as Gardening, Craft, Two Book Clubs, a 
Walking group and a Lunch Club.   Occasionally we have trips to the 
Theatre.   We end the evening with a cup of Tea or Coffee, sandwiches 
and cake!  
Visitors are most welcome, it is £4 for the evening. 



TABLE TENNIS 
 
We are a friendly group who get together in 
St Ippolyts Parish Hall on Thursday evenings 
8 till 10 pm. (Just turn up no appointment 
needed) from September ‘till middle of 
May except for two weeks at Christmas. 
We have a half time break for 
refreshments and a good natter, we also have a 
good natter if we are waiting to play but normally we are able 
to play most of the time. Great exercise with a sociable evening! 

All levels of player and any age, young and old, are welcome just bring 
your own Table Tennis bat & ball and wear plimsolls or indoor sports 
footwear. (Under 16 years olds must register name and address 
information with club representative on arrival. Under 13 years must be 
accompanied by a responsible adult). 

Fees. Playing visitors (non-members) £3.50. Club Membership (not 
compulsory) £65 per season. Junior (under 15 years) playing visitors £2.50 
per evening. For more information contact Fred Gearing 01438 357310 
Mobile 07860 300928 Email Homef.gearing@btconnect.com 

 

HITCHIN LADIES BRIDGE CLUB 

 

We meet on Monday afternoons from 1.30-4 pm and 
are a very friendly group.  We are not a 
beginners club but not very high-powered 
either (just competent “kitchen” Bridge 
players).  It isn’t necessary to have a 
partner, we play Chicago and ‘cut in’ for 
partners and we are always keen to recruit 
new members.  Come and give us a try! 

 

mailto:f.gearing@btconnect.com


NATURE NOTES 

Did anyone hear the Cuckoo in our Parish in 2018? I expect 
is highly unlikely that it was heard during the last spring. 
The fact that the Cuckoo seems to have disappeared from 
this area of Hertfordshire prompted me to look at the British 
Trust for Ornithology (BTO) Breeding Bird Survey results for 
the 1 km square that includes, London Road, Ashbrook Lane 
and a small part of St Ibbs Park. 

The BTO has carried out yearly early and late spring breeding bird 
surveys of this area since 1994 and the trends are quite interesting. The 
last cuckoo that was recorded during the survey was in 2010, though 
that does mean it was the last time it occurred. I heard one in 2016. What 
is does show is that the numbers of this iconic bird are seriously declining. 
So what else has shown local downward trends in the BTO survey results? 

The Willow Warbler, which always used to sing from the hawthorn scrub 
in Dell Field, is no longer common. Thank goodness we can still hear its 
close relative the Chiffchaff. Other notable declines are our two familiar 
hirundines, the Barn Swallow and the House Martin. Whilst they still 
occur it is clear that numbers are plummeting. When was the last time 
we had Spotted Flycatchers around? Little Almshoebury have had 
breeding pairs until quite recently but these appear to have 
disappeared. The BTO survey does not show any records for the 
Nightingale but I can remember these wonderful songsters singing in 
Swapman’s Nursery and from along Ash Brook until the early 1990s. 
Sadly the Nightingale has disappeared from the whole of Hertfordshire. 

It is not all bad news for our birds. In 1998 the Survey recorded its first 
Buzzard and since this time we 
have been fortunate to have 
them regularly breeding in our 
vicinity. Of course, the other 
Bird of Prey to move in has 
been the Red Kite and this was 
first recorded in 2008. This year 
they have been particularly 
vocal and that wonderful 



“semi-whistle” could be heard from the Churchyard throughout the 
spring. Other newcomers, which I have previously reported, have been 
Peregrine Falcons and Ravens. I am pleased to have seen (and heard) 
Marsh Tits in St Ibbs Park this year. Particularly welcome this year, was a 
Lesser Whitethroat singing on top of the hedges along Ashbrook Lane.  

Depending upon your 
view on introduced birds 
the Ringneck Parakeets 
are no longer around 
though I do not expect it 
will be too long before 
we see them again. They 
are reasonably common 
South East of 
Knebworth. 

Have you noticed how many goldfinches are now visiting our bird 
feeders? This September we have had as many as ten feeding on the 
sunflower hearts provided. The niger seed is no longer touched. Joining 
them have been Greenfinches, Chaffinches, Robins, Nuthatches and and 
the three commoner Tits. I expect the Great Spotted Woodpecker will be 
joining them as Autumn approaches. 

Last winter we were fortunate to have a Brambling joining the others at 
our bird feeders. Keep a look out for this rare winter visitor, which is 
closely related to the Chaffinch. If you are really lucky you may come 
across a Firecrest, which is very similar to a Goldcrest but has a bold white 
patch above its eyes and a snazzy black stripe through each eye. 

The last detailed BTO Bird Atlas survey of the 2km tetrad (TL12Y) that 
covers St Ippolyts and Gosmore was carried out between 2007 and 2011. 
During this time 79 species of bird were recorded. Let us hope when the 
next one is carried out the number of species has not declined any 
further. I for one do not want to lose any more bird songs to the daily 
spring chorus. 

 

 



ST IPPOLYTS VILLAGE GREEN, THEN AND NOW 

Our village green opposite the church at St Ippolyts was not always the 
lovely open space we enjoy today. In 1818 Farmer John Lee sold a large 
house and cottage opposite the church to Reverend Lax who bought a 
further two smaller houses from Richard Allen. He divided the big house  
up, filled in between the two with four new cottages, later added 
another four cottages and also converted an existing barn that were let 
out to eighteen families. Bob Isaac in ‘A Parish Remembers – Ippollitts@ 
recalls “After one November the fifth, the thatch caught alight and burnt 
the cottage down and we moved across the yard to number nine.....” 

The old cottages, numbers 2-18 The Village were the centre of controversy 
in 1968. They were on a list showing Grade II 17th century and later 
buildings to be preserved but a compulsory purchase order enabling 
them to be demolished had been agreed. The residents were rehoused by 
Hitchin Rural District Council. During the demolition work in 1969 
amongst the finds were two boarded up medieval windows, a 'mud' wall 
and a buttoned Victorian child's boot. 

 

 



Old cottages on what is now St. Ippolyts Green – opposite the Church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The cottages on the right are on what is now St Ippolyts village Green. To 
the left is the Olive Branch public house which is still standing but is no 
longer a pub.  



Ray and I have taken part in some interesting events on the village 
green the most memorable being The Pageant to celebrate the 
traditional 900th of our church, the planting of the Peace tree and the 
unveiling of the Millennium sign. 

If you have any memories and or photographs of our lovely parish that 
you would like to share, please contact me. 

Pamela Skeggs <pamela.skeggs@stippolyts-parishcouncil.org.uk 

 

COMMUNITY DRIVE SAFE 

We are hoping to set up Community Drive Safe 
Scheme in the Parish. 

DriveSafe works differently from previous 
neighbourhood speed initiatives – communities will 
be empowered to ensure the safety of their local 
area by coming together and being given the 
means to take action themselves. 

 
Volunteers are given speed display equipment and stand at the roadside 
monitoring passing vehicles. Speeding motorists are sent an advisory 
letter and those who speed frequently could receive a visit from a police 
officer. 

In order to achieve this we need at 
least 10 people to volunteer to 
monitor passing vehicles. 

If you are concerned about speeding 
traffic in the Parish please contact 
the Parish clerk and, hopefully we 
will get enough people together to 
set up the scheme – this is your 
chance to make a difference!  

mailto:pamela.skeggs@stippolyts-parishcouncil.org.uk


SAVE £££’S ON HEATING OIL  

Join the CDA Oil Buying Group. Last year our 
members saved an average of £100 each 

You are notified when an order is being placed 
and you reply with the amount you need There is no minimum and the 
price is the same whether you order a little or a lot, if you don’t know 
how much you need you can order a top up and the bill is adjusted after 
delivery 

All orders are added together and our co ordinator negotiates a much 
lower price per litre because they are ordering in bulk. 

You are then notified which supplier the order has been placed with and 
you arrange payment and a delivery time that suits you. 

You will save much more than the cost of your subscription, currently £24 
a year, and save time phoning around the suppliers checking prices. The 
more members there are the greater the savings. 
www.cdaherts.org.uk/oil-buying-group or call 01993 225011 or email 
info@ofps.co.uk 

 

NEXT YEAR’S MAGAZINE 

We will be starting to look at producing next year’s 
magazine next September. We would love to 
know about: 

Any “local heroes”. 

Groups and activities in the Parish. 

Any events that have happened.  

Diary Dates.  

Would you like to be one of our sponsors? 

Just contact our Parish Clerk, Susan Mears Clerk clerk@stippolyts-
parishcouncil.org.uk, P.O. Box 287, Hitchin, Herts. SG4 7WT, 01462 421409 

 

mailto:info@ofps.co.uk
mailto:clerk@stippolyts-parishcouncil.org.uk
mailto:clerk@stippolyts-parishcouncil.org.uk


DIARY DATES 

October 27 Bowls Club “Casino” night, fish and chips 6.30 start. 
 
October 28 Bowls Club AGM starting 2.30.pm. 
 
October 31 All Hallows Eve Messy Church 4.30-6 at the Church. 
 
November 10 Bowls Club Presentation Evening and Dinner at Riverain 
Bowls Club, start 7.30.pm.  
 
November 17 St Ippolyts Church Quiz Night at the Parish Hall. 
 
November 24 Parish Hall Christmas Fair 2-4.30. 
 
December 1 & 2 St Ippolyts Church Nativity Crib Festival. 
 
December 9 Bowls Club Xmas gathering, includes the annual hamper 
prize. 
 
December 12 St Ippolyts School Christmas Fair 3.30-5.30 
 
December 21 Carol Singing Broadmeadow Estate 6.15 start. 
 
July 5 St Ippolyts School Summer Fair 3.30-5.30. 
 
August 17 (provisional) Gosmore Goes Green.. 
 
August 24-26 St Ipployts Church 
Flower Festival. 
  



   

 

The Bird in Hand  

Gosmore 
Back bar available for 

Christmas Parties for 10 – 30 

people from 30th Nov – 22nd 

Dec 

 

Glass of prosecco on arrival 

3 courses 

Coffee & mince pie 

£29.95 pp 

 

Call 01462-459695 for details 

or visit 

www.birdinhandgosmore.com 

 

 

 

 

 

A family run business dating 

back from the 1970’s 

Please contact us on  

01462 458762 or 

email 

info@dollimoreandchristie.co.

uk 

 



 

www.mandlautocare.co.uk 
Find us on Facebook 
All makes and Models 

Vehicle Servicing, Diagnostics and 
Repairs 

Tyres and Exhausts, Diesel Diagnostics 
MOT TESTING 

CLASS 4: CLASS 5: CLASS 7 

Loan Car available by request 
Units 2-4, Hillcrest Ashbrook near 

Hitchin Hertfordshire SG4 7JY 
Your local friendly garage 

01462 451166 

 

 
 

For A Professional Service & a 

Competitive Quote call: 

Richard Taylor Travel: 

Tel: 01462 442409   Fax: 01462 442493 

Email:rtaylor2004@tiscali.co.uk 

Web: www.richardtaylortravel.co.uk 

Coach hire for all Occasions 

Farmers & Agricultural Contractors 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Bowls Club Ladies 

Mrs Peddie and staff 
awarded the title of 

Sporting Futures ‘Primary 
School of the Year’ 

Rev. Ginni at the 
Horse Blessing Service 


